Valencia College

REA0017-- COLLEGE PREP READING II

Fall 2014

Course Syllabus
"Reading furnishes the mind only with materials for knowledge;

it is thinking that makes what we read ours.”—John Locke
Instructor:  
 

Prof. Yesenia M. Santiago, Ed. S., NBCT

Office Hours:
By appointment only via Blackboard live chat, Skype/Facetime, or via email


e-mail:
  

ysantiago16@valenciacollege.edu or via Blackboard

Courses: 
REA0017- CRN18333




Myreadinglab course ID:marichal41955
(All courses are offered completely online via Blackboard)
REQUIRED MATERIALS
Reading Across the Disciplines, Custom Edition Valencia College, McWhorter (packaged together with Thinking Through the Test-Reading)
Access to MyReadingLab.com (comes with the textbook if you purchase from Valencia West) –worth 20% of your grade!!!!

a college level dictionary and thesaurus (recommended)

You may also use the e-book that comes with the MyReadingLab access. Visit the Pearson website for more information. http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205184766

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205184766&xid=PSED"
&

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205184766&xid=PSED"
xid=PSED 

THESE TEXTS ARE WORKBOOKS; PURCHASE UNMARKED COPIES.  

Special note: Because this is a fully online course, students must use a computer with reliable internet access because excuses or failure to complete assessments due to computer error will not be permitted. 
Read this syllabus carefully.  It is a contract. By accepting the syllabus, you agree to meet its requirements.  If you have any disabilities or special requirements, please let me know as soon as possible.  This information will be kept in strict confidence.  
COURSE DESCRIPTION
REA 0017 (College Prep Reading II) develops reading and thinking skills that are necessary for success in college classes. This course will emphasize critical (inferential), rather than literal, reading skills.   Due to the emphasis on critical comprehension, this course is as much a course in thinking as it is in reading.  

Reading is a skill--a means rather than an end--and like all skills, practice is 

necessary to achieve mastery.  Thus, three hours of classroom instruction plus 

lab support are requirements for successful completion of this course.  Students are also encouraged to read extensively outside of lab and class.  This course reinforces the following Valencia graduate competencies:  

Think clearly, critically, and creatively.  Analyze, synthesize, and evaluate in many domains of human inquiry. 

Communicate with different audiences using varied and appropriate methods (oral, written, visual/graphic, non-verbal).

Make reasoned value judgments and responsible commitments.  

Act purposefully, reflectively, and responsibly in the context of adult life (personal, professional, community).
CLAS READING SKILLS AND VALENCIA STUDENT OUTCOMES
Evidence of College Level Academic Skills (CLAS) is a graduation requirement.  To the extent possible, you will be encouraged to develop reading skills, essay skills, and English language skills as part of your work in this course.  Additional information is available in the current Valencia College Catalog.

PREREQUISITES
Completion of REA 0007 with a grade of "C" or better or a score of 60 - 82 on the reading portion of the CPT/PERT or other equivalent scores on other state-approved entry tests.  

READING SKILLS GOALS
Become an independent, active reader

Develop "successful student" behaviors that will also help you in other classes

Effectively manage your time (which also means your homework will be expected on time!)

Efficiently read textbooks

Improve test taking skills

Increase your vocabulary

Become a critical thinker and reader

Become a successful online student
ATTENDANCE: Online attendance is required.  You are expected to be an active participant in all discussions, chats and group work. Class attendance and participation are significant factors that promote college success. As part of the new “Start Right” program, students that do not SHOW (at least log into the course and complete the START HERE MODULE) during the first week of class may be withdrawn with no further notice. After 10 days of you not logging into the course, you will receive an email notification from me. If I do not hear back from you within 48 hours, you will be dropped.
You cannot pass REA 0017 if you do not participate in the lab and complete at least 70% of the assignments stipulated by your individual learning plan.

If you receive a “W” because of excessive absences (no participation in discussions), you must register for this course again next session.  
This class will be conducted according to the acceptable behavior standards detailed in the Student Code of Conduct.  The policy includes a summary of academic demeanor/standards, which will not be tolerated.  If anyone is unfamiliar with this policy, it can be found on Valencia’s website in the “Current Students” – “General Information” and “Student Handbook”. It will be consulted for student review in cases of academic distractions in the classroom or lab.  
Student Code of Conduct Link:
http://www.valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=180
NOTE:  Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience. For that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with psychological issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, and time management, as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work. Students have 24-hour unlimited access to the BayCare Behavioral Health’s confidential student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800) 878-5470. Three free confidential face-to-face counseling sessions are also available to students.
Communications Center Information
 NOTE: Students in preparatory courses have access to support from either lab assistants or senior instructional lab assistants on all campuses.  Below is listed information regarding West Campus. Remember, you must make an appointment to see a writing/reading tutor. See the website below for more information.
  Website:  http://valenciacc.edu/west/lss/communications/
NOTE:  You are allowed three attempts to successfully complete each of the two college-prep reading courses (REA 0007 and 0017).  An attempt means signing up for and attending class past the withdrawal deadline listed in the VCC catalog.  If you withdraw or if your instructor withdraws you after that date, you will have used up an attempt.  If you do not complete the course successfully (i.e., if you earn an F in either REA 0007 or 0017) in any one try, that will constitute an attempt.  In accordance with Sections 239.117, 239.301, and 240.117, Florida Statutes, students enrolled in the same college-preparatory course more than one time shall pay the full cost of instruction.  Students shall pay l00% of the full cost of instruction beyond the first attempt, except in approved cases of extenuating circumstances.

Evaluation of the Course: Near the completion of the course you will have the opportunity to provide feedback on your experience. You will receive an email in your Atlas account with instructions for completing the course evaluation. I will also provide a direct link from our Blackboard course. Filling out the form will only take a few minutes and your input is completely anonymous. Your responses are important for the continued improvement of the course. Your time and effort are greatly appreciated.

GRADE DETERMINATION
The State Competency Exam is no longer graded on a pass/fail basis. It will be worth 20% of your final grade.  The State Competency Final Exam, your assignments, vocabulary and skill quizzes, skill tests, laboratory assignments and attendance will be combined in the following manner to determine your final grade.


Course Discussions






15%


Unit Skill Tests (TTT)/Story Quizzes



30%




Lab Assignments 






20%


Final Exam (must be taken on campus at testing center) 
20%


Attendance/Participation/Chats




15%









          

_____
TOTAL       

 100%

DO NOT allow yourself to fall behind since a grade of “0” on any assignment, quiz, or test will severely impact your grade point average.  

GRADING POLICY


A  =  90 to 100%



B  =  80 to 89%



C  =  70 to 79%



D  =  60 to 69%



F  =  0 to 59%
LATE ASSIGNMENTS
Please note that NO assignments will be accepted late.  

It is your responsibility to visit our online class at least twice a week.  Other students in the class are a good source of information. There is a special discussion board for questions/answers between classmates.

Unless directed otherwise, refer to your course calendar and schedule of assignment sheets. 

If these procedures are not followed, you will receive a "0" for a grade for that assignment.  No exceptions!
LAB ASSIGNMENTS
The work completed in lab will be submitted to your instructor via MyReadingLab. I will then post your grades in Blackboard.

Whether or not you are assigned any given skill is dependent upon your performance on a diagnostic test administered during the first week of class (via MyReadingLab). 
You will not be given credit for lab assignments that are incomplete or completed too hastily to receive a passing score.  Be good to yourself and take your lab assignments seriously.  (For example, a myreadinglab module cannot be completed well in less than one hour.)
You must complete at least 70% of your assigned lab to pass the course.

Course ID for MyReadingLab.com is: marichal41955 
EXAMS & QUIZZES
If you miss an exam during the open window, it cannot be made up. However, you might have one opportunity during my “Black Friday.”  The Final Exam MUST be taken at one of the Valencia testing centers. If you fail to take the final exam, you will earn on F in the course (college policy).
WITHDRAWAL POLICY
A student who withdraws from class before the withdrawal deadline of November 7, 2014 will receive a grade of “W.”  A faculty member is permitted to withdraw a student from the faculty member's class up to the beginning of the final exam period, for violation of the faculty member's attendance policy, as published in the faculty member's syllabus. A student is not permitted to withdraw from this class after the withdrawal deadline; if you remain in the class after the withdrawal deadline, you can only receive a grade of A, B, C, D, F or I. An I grade will only be assigned under extraordinary circumstances that occur near the end of the semester.  If you receive an I, the work missed must be made up during the following semester, at which time you will get an A, B,C,D or F.  Failure to make up the work during the following semester will result in you getting a grade of F in the course.  Any student who withdraws from this class during a third or subsequent attempt in this course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  
IMPORTANT DATES:

Holidays (college is closed):   


Sept. 1st     





Nov. 26-30


Faculty work day: No classes held at the West campus on Oct. 9

      No Show Period- Sept. 3-11




Final Exam week- Dec. 8-12

Final Grades Posted- Dec. 16t
Drop/Refund deadline – Sept. 2nd (full term) 

Withdrawal deadline for a grade of “W”-  Nov. 7th (full term) 

Note: You must withdraw before or on this date to receive a “W.” If you withdraw after this date, you will receive an “F” in the course. 
STUDENT ETHICS
You are expected to abide by the college policy as stated in the catalog.  

If you are caught cheating on assignments, tests, or lab assignments, whether in class or in lab, you will receive a grade of "0", which cannot be made up.  As this is an online course, you are expected to do the work on your own. Remember that you alone can take the final exam at the testing center! 
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM ME
Structure and organization

Encouragement, support, and understanding

Clear communication

Willingness to learn from you

Respect 

DISCLAIMER
Course policies and procedures may be changed at the discretion of the instructor; students will be notified in writing.

"There are no secrets to success.  It is the result of preparation,

hard work, and learning from failure."--Colin Powell
